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Fwd: CPRA Records Request

From Bruce McGowan <brucemcgowan65@gmail.com>
Date Fri 9/5/2025 11:42 AM
To Bruce McGowan <secretary@syvairport.com>
Bcc brucemcgowan65@gmail.com <brucemcgowan65@gmail.com>

Bruce McGowan
(805) 331-8196

Begin forwarded message:

From: Robert Perry <captainbobsplanetalk@gmail.com>
Date: September 4, 2025 at 5:56:17 PM PDT
To: Bruce McGowan <secretary@syvairport.com>
Cc: Jourdi de Werd <Jourdi@dewerdfamily.com>, Ginger Cleland
<gingercleland@gmail.com>, Carey Kendall <carey@clkre.com>, Bill Krauch
<billkrauch@gmail.com>, Ryan McGill <ryanpmcgill@gmail.com>, Mike Burchardi
<mburch1225@aol.com>, Joan Hartmann <jhartmann@countyofsb.org>,
klagerquist@countyofsb.org, pattyhammel@yahoo.com, tedteyber@countyofsb.org
Subject: CPRA Records Request

President de Werd & SYVAA Board members:

VIA EMAIL

On August 19 a meeting was held at 3rd District Supervisor Joan Hartmann’s office in Solvang during which
the receipt of documents requested in accordance with the California Public Records Act (CPRA) were expected
from the SYVAA. Attending was Ted Teyber from General Services and myself. The meeting was ignored by the
SYVAA and the secretary sent the following letter after the meeting:

"I’m really not interested in a debate here so I will simply note that we are not a public agency…

In California, nonprofit organizations (including public benefit corporations, which are the most common type of
charitable nonprofit) are private entities and are not subject to the California Public Records Act (CPRA). The
CPRA applies only to government agencies and public entities, allowing any person to request access to public
records held by those bodies. Since nonprofits do not fall under this category, a public records request cannot be
used to obtain their membership records."

I disagree with the opinion offered by the secretary and note the following:
California case law has established that certain quasi-governmental non-profit corporations can be subject to

the California Public Records Act (CPRA). The determination hinges on whether the non-profit is, in effect,
performing a government function and is so entwined with a public agency that it should be treated as one.

The leading case on this matter is Coronado v. California Public Utilities Commission (2022). This case
established a multi-factor test to determine whether a private entity, including a non-profit, is the functional
equivalent of a public agency for the purposes of the CPRA. The factors courts consider include:



Public funding: Does the non-profit receive significant government funding?
Public purpose: Is the non-profit performing a core government function?
Governmental control: Does a public agency exercise significant control over the non-profit's
operations?
Delegated authority: Has the non-profit been delegated governmental authority to manage public
property or perform a public service?
Entanglement: Is there a close working relationship or functional entanglement between the non-profit
and the public agency?

The denial to access these public records constitutes an interference in the election process as the elected
board politicians want to choose their voters and not the voters choosing their politicians.

In the interests of transparency I request that this letter be published on the association’s website with the
“other documents” folder and read into the minutes during the “board correspondence” agenda item for the
SYVAA meeting of September 4, 2025.

Blue Skies & Tailwinds,
Robert "Captain Bob" Perry
Commercial Pilot, Single & Multi Engine, Instrument Airplane, Certified Flight Instructor, FAA
Repair/Inspection Authority
Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association, Airport Support Network Volunteer Santa Ynez Valley
Airport (KIZA)
805 705-3672
Email: CaptainBobsPlaneTalk@gmail.com
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