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Sixth Annual Airport Day
Draws Crowds

The “pylon” tree, apparently dead for a while has
not only been removed but the site where the tree
once stood has been completely cleared with no
evidence of a tree ever having been there.

Board Continues Work On
Electrical in County Hangars

Visitors Welcomed to Celebration of Aviation

With sunny skies starting the morning, crowds streamed into
Santa Ynez Valley Airport on May 19th for the sixth annual Airport
Day. With more than three-dozen display aircraft on the ramp,
and displays of first responder equipment and World War II Jeeps
at the entrance, an estimated 1,400 visitors were treated to a day
of aviation and learning.
With a concurrent Young Eagles event sponsored by the
local chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter
491 and it’s experienced pilots, 62 youngsters got the opportunity
to fly in general aviation aircraft.
Generous contributions by the Chumash Tribe & Foundation,
the Santa Ynez & Buellton Rotary Clubs and the Airport Authority,
allowed four local youth to receive flight-training scholarships
totaling $10,000. (See PlaneTalk column on page 2 for story on
scholarship winners).
SYVAA board member and event chairman Alan Hammel
noted the diversity of the display aircraft “from small
experimental planes, to a Navy trainer and a Black Hawk
helicopter, and everything in between!” Hammel also expressed
his gratitude to the dozens of who displayed, donated, and
volunteered to work at Airport Day and especially to those who
came and enjoyed the event.
In addition to the Chumash Tribe, the Rotary Clubs and the
SYVAA, Airport Day was also supported by sponsorships from Jim
Vreeland Ford, the BerryMan Inc., Todd Pipe & Supply, Lisa and
Angel Iscovich and Jon Payne.

SYVAA board member Steve Kiss has
been pursuing improvements in the
electrical for hangar rows A, B, C. A prior
contractor performed non-conforming work
on the electrical. Repairs and upgrades will
allow hangar tenants at the end of the row to
make use of up to 220 volts.
Kiss is seeking refunds on the portions
of the work that the prior contractor
performed in a non-conforming manner.

Other Board Business

Board members and certain committee
members have been provided with “Conflict
of Interest Acknowledgement” forms. The
information will allow the board to better
identify those instances that members may
have a conflict or even the appearance of a
conflict.
In other business the board has hired a
new webmaster in order to improve the
airport’s web presence, has approved the
testing process of airport fuel inventories,
and has received guidance on fuel pricing
from committee and will institute a new
pricing strategy.

Elections Coming Up in October

Yearly elections are scheduled for
October 3, 2019 during the Annual
Membership Meeting. Two non-user seats
currently held by Alan Hammel and Carey
Kendall and one user seat currently held by
board president Shawn Knight are up for
election. When asked Hammel, Kendall, and
Knight had not yet decided whether to run or
not to run.
(Continued Page 2, Board)
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Local Traffic

A publication of the Santa Ynez Valley Airport Authority
Robert “Captain Bob” Perry - Editor
Welcome to the summer 2019 issue of “Local Traffic” a newsletter for the
members of the Airport Authority and the community that supports our airport.
Contact us by email at: LocalTraffic@syvairport.com.

PlaneTalk
by
Captain Bob
Scholarship Sponsors Pay it
Forward
Airport Day 2019 brought the
community together in our yearly
celebration of aviation.
The community gave back too;
with the gifts of flight-training
scholarships
provided
by
the
Chumash Foundation, the Buellton &
Santa Ynez Rotary Clubs, and the
Santa Ynez Valley Airport Authority,
four local students are getting the
opportunity to experience flight.
Helen Pruitt-Kennett, 15 and Jorge
Puder, 14 both received scholarships
allowing them to get an hour dual
instruction in a Cessna 172 with a
flight instructor and most of the
essential
instructional
materials
needed to pass the private pilot
airman’s
written
examination.
Students Hannah Mesikep, 17 and Ian
Palmer, 16 received scholarships
allowing nearly 15 hours of dual
instruction in the Cessna as well as
the needed learning materials.
All the students participated in the
Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) Young Eagles program that
additionally qualified them for free
access to even more educational
materials and opportunities.
I have had the opportunity to
speak before local civic groups
about the future of aviation and the
investments we make in these
youngsters. I explain it like
this…when the lottery gets over a
few hundred million dollars we go
out and buy a few lottery tickets
knowing the odds of winning are
(Continued from Page 2, Planetalk)
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SYVAA Board

President – Shawn Knight
Jourdi de Werd - Chairman
Treasurer – Garth Carrier
Secretary – Bruce McGowan
Karen Jones
Alan Hammel
Terri Kaslow
Steven Kiss
Carey Kendall
The Santa Ynez Valley Airport Authority is a 501(c)3 Public Benefit non-profit Corporation
Physical Address: 900 Airport Road, Santa Ynez CA 93460 805 – 688-8390 (Office)
Website: www.santaynezairport.com

Jim Kunkle Returns from Normandy
75 Years Later

Jim Kunkle, 96 known locally as “Senior”,
recently returned from France where he was
honored during ceremonies for the 75th
anniversary of the June 6, 1944 D-Day invasion of
Europe.
Flying a P-38 Lightning fighter with the 401st
Fighter Group, Kunkle was shot down September
16, 1944 over Aachen, Germany by German
fighters after downing two during dogfights.
Despite suffering severe burns after being blown
out of his aircraft he opened his parachute at low
altitude and was rescued at the front lines by Allied forces.
Kunkle received the Distinguished Service Cross, a Purple Heart and
several Air Medals for his heroic actions after D-Day. He went on to fly
dozens of other aircraft for the new US Air Force and tested the newest jet
aircraft in the late 40’s and 1950’s.
Kunkle went on to a long and successful career in civilian aviation and
still exercises his privileges as pilot in command in an Aeronca Champ or a
Piper Super Cub in the airspace surrounding Santa Ynez Valley Airport.

(Continued from Board,
Page 1)
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The SYVAA
manages the airport for
the county as a public
benefit corporation.
Members of the authority
who wish to run for a seat
on the board should
contact board secretary
Bruce McGowan to
obtain an application
form for a board seat.
Applications for
board seats or
membership in the
Authority must be made
by the date of record,
August 15, 2019.
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AIRPORT DAY
MAY 19, 2019
A BIG
THANK YOU!!
TO OUR SPONSORS

Lisa & Angel Iscovich
Jon Payne

Airport Day 2019 Committee
Alan Hammel, (Chairman), David Romero, Robert Perry, Alan Anderson, Lloyd Sorenson (EAA 491),
Jennifer Van Schmus (EAA 491), Yves Bajulaz, Jim Richardson (Scholarship Committee), Rene Minjarez
(Scholarship Committee), and Rene Martinez (Rotary). Thanks also to dozens of community volunteers and
airport staff who gave their time in helping with parking, barbecuing, set up and clean up.

VALLEY AUTOMOTIVE

Valley Automotive is a full service automotive
repair & maintenance shop serving the
Santa Ynez Valley. Jim Davis, owner.
CERTIFIED SMOG STATION
Call for appointment!

55 Los Padres Way
805-688-0579
Buellton, CA 93427
valleyautomotive@gmail.com
Easy to find…off the far north end of
McMurray Road on Los Padres Way
In Buellton
ALL MAKES AND MODELS. FLEET SERVICE.
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nearly 350 million to one.

Noise Complaints

The investment we make in a youngster by
providing a scholarship provides us with a whole
new set of odds.

There have recently been a number of noise
complaints about departures at the airport, especially
early in the morning.
The arrival and departure flight paths run east and
west to northwest of the airport and leave little choice
than for pilots to follow those paths that take them right
over our residential areas of the valley. A departing
aircraft is operating at full power and climbing causing
a larger noise footprint over homes. Until aircraft are
greater than 3,000 feet above the ground does noise
start to abate.
Pilots should remember to exercise noise
abatement procedures when departing VFR. Aircraft on
instrument departures should make use of runway 8 to
avoid the more densely populated areas of Santa Ynez
and Solvang. Additionally when departing and
consistent with safety, pilots should reduce RPM to
lessen the prop noise.
It is always interesting to note that the business jets
and turboprops are the quietest of those operating!

The demographic in the United States of youth in
the age groups we serve with the Young Eagles
program and these scholarships is about 5% of the
total population of the nation, that make the
demographic about 15 million youth.
If you believe that within the next 25 to 40 years
the US will again take the initiative to conduct
planetary exploration; then it is highly likely that
one of those 15 million youngsters may be the one
we are making an investment in…and may be the
one who will put the first footprints on the planet
Mars.
The odds of our giving a boost to the first person
to walk on Mars is better than your chance of
winning the lottery! This is why we invest in the
aviation education of our youth.

Corp. Lic #01132470
Allan S. Jones - Richard F. Condit
1595 Mission Drive, Solvang, CA 93463
(805) 688-5717 www.santaynezvalley.com

Santa Ynez Valley Airport Authority
PO Box 1572
Santa Ynez, CA 93460
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